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Congressman Brian Baird Works to Raise Awareness of Pulmonary Fibrosis
“Pulmonary Fibrosis is an often overlooked degenerative and debilitating disease,” said Congressman Baird. “My own 
father died of this disease, and my good friend and colleague Charlie Norwood died just a few months ago. It is my
hope that with passage of this resolution (H.Con.Res 182)* we can increase awareness about this disease. We must
aggressively pursue research opportunities into the causes of the disease, a treatment, and eventual cure.”

IPF is a serious lung disorder causing progressive, incurable lung scarring and an irreversible loss of the lung tissue’s 
ability to transport oxygen. There is no known cause for this disease which affects approximately 128,000 Americans, 
with 48,000 new cases diagnosed each year.  Prevalence of IPF has risen more than 150 percent since 2001.  Two-thirds 
of IPF patients die within five years, and approximately 40,000 patients die each year.

* S.Con.Res. 42 passed on July 25, 2007
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